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known as mast, and are believed by the populace to be
possessed by divinity, and to have miraculous powers of gain-
ing favours from heaven from those who propitiate them.
" Women who are childless will visit various faqirs, whose
prayers have a reputation for being efficacious for the removal
of sterility. They write charms, and dictate elaborate instruc-
tions for the behaviour of the woman till her wish be fulfilled,
and they take the gifts which the suppliant has brought with
her. Were this nothing more than a fraud dictated by
avarice it would be reprehensible, but worse things happen ;
and when a child is born after due time, the husband of the
woman cannot always claim paternity/* x
Elsewhere I have dealt with the common belief that the
human dead come to life in the form of serpents, and revisit
their old home in that form.2 The belief appears to be
particularly common in Africa. Thus for example the
Tumbuka of Nyasaland believe that the spirits of the dead
" live in many creatures, especially in snakes. There are two
little harmless ones which they particularly frequent: the
blind worm and a snake with a saw-like backbone. Should
natives meet one of these on the path, they turn home, and the
journey is not resumed, but a * doctor ' is called to tell what
ancestral spirit this was that had warned the traveller of
danger ahead and oblations are made. If a native meets a
puff-adder in the scrub, he does not kill it, but returns to
worship some spirit that inhabited the adder. And when one
of the little snakes enters a hut it is not driven forth, for it is
a spirit come to live with the friends, and its intentions are
good." s The Barundi think that the souls of the dead
migrate into snakes, lions, and leopards, which live in the
sacred groves about the graves. From there the snakes
wander to visit the huts of their families, where they are
regarded by the mothers as the souls of their dead children,
and are fed with milk.4
The Banyankole believe that the spirits of dead kings pass
into lions, but " the idea of transmigration is not confined to
1 T. L. Pennell, Among the Wild        * D. Fraser, Winning a Primitive
Tribes of the Afghan Frontier (Lon-     People, p. 127.
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